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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Sunday, September 20th, 2020 – 9:00 am 

Music Today                           Cross Road 

AS WE GATHER 

We find it hard not to notice others—what they have, what they earn, and how they live. What is worse, 

however, is that we constantly compare ourselves to others. Most of the time we figure that we are on the 

short end of the stick. But when it comes to the kingdom of God, there is no room for quick comparisons. 

Instead, we stand in awe of God’s rich mercy and generous grace. This is far more than we deserve. If we insist 

upon comparing our situation to others and complaining, God’s response is clear. Take what you have been 

given and leave. But if we let go of the comparisons, we find ourselves blessed beyond measure with His 

forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

Gathering Song Sanctuary  

Chorus: O Lord prepare me   to be a sanctuary 

 Pure and holy   tried and true 

 With thanksgiving   I’ll be a living 

 Sanctuary   for you 

It was you Lord,   who gave the Savior 

Heart and soul,   Lord, to every man 

It is you , Lord   who knows my weakness 

You refine me   with Thine own hand   (Chorus) 

Lead me O Lord,   through temptation 

You refine me   from within 

Fill our hearts with    Your Holy Spirit 

And take all our   sins away   (Chorus) 

“Sanctuary,” words and music by John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs © 1982 Whole Armor Publishing Company. Used By Permission. CCLI License #1530621 

Welcome & Invocation                           Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Opening Song                    Light The Fire In Heart Again 

I stand to praise You 

But I fall on my knees 

My spirit is willing 

But my flesh is so weak 

So light the fire   

in my soul   

Fan the flame   

make me whole   

Lord You know    

Where I've been  

I feel your arms around me 

As the power  

of Your healing begins 

Your spirit moves through me 

Like a mighty rushing wind    
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So light the fire    

in my soul    

Fan the flame   

make me whole   

Lord You know    

Where I've been  

So light the fire in my heart again 

So light the fire in my soul 

Fan the flame 

Make me whole 

Lord, You know where I’ve been 

So light the fire in my heart again 

So light the fire in my heart again 

So light the fire in my heart again 

CCLI Song # 332454  Bill Maxwell  © 1986 Bloodsmith Music  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI 

License # 1530621 

Confession and Forgiveness    

Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived as if God did not matter 

and as if I mattered most. My Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; my worship and 

prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its way with me, and so my love for 

others has failed. There are those whom I have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. 

My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin. 

Pastor:  Is this your sincere confession? 

People: I am sorry for all my sins, and I ask for grace that I may do better. Amen. 

Pastor: As you believe, so let it be. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, 

help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Reader                         Eden Genzmer 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                                    Isaiah 55:6–9  

(Seek the Lord while He may be found.) 

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

 call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 

 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
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let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 

 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading                                                                                                      Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

(Let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ.) 

 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 
13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is 

for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much 

more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 

 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 

deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage 

now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and 

to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 
23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to 

remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 

continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory 

in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 

 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or 

am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the 

faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their 

destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of 

Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that you 

saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

Reader:      This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                    Matthew 20:1–16 

(The last will be first and the first will be last.) 

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to 

hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 

vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he 

said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about 

the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found 

others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one 

has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the 

first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when 

those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And 

on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 

have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to 
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one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs 

to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 

what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Children’s Message                      

Song of the Day         O Come To The Altar 

Are you hurting and broken within 

Over-whelmed by the weight of your sin 

Jesus is calling 

Have you come to the end of yourself 

Do you thirst for a drink from the well 

Jesus is calling 

Chorus:  O come to the altar 

  The Father’s arms are open wide 

  Forgiveness was bought with 

  The precious blood of Jesus Christ 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 

Come today there’s no reason to wait 

Jesus is calling 

Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 

From the ashes a new life is born 

Jesus is calling (Chorus) 

Oh what a Savior isn’t He wonderful 

Sing alleluia Christ is risen 

Bow down before Him for He is Lord of All 

Sing alleluia Christ is risen 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 

Tell the world of the treasure you’ve found 

CCLI Song # 7051511 Chris Brown | Mack Brock | Steven Furtick | Wade Joye © 2015 Music by Elevation Worship Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music 

Publishing LLC)  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1530621 

Sermon                                             BETHLEHEM’S MISSION: “SERVE”        Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – APOSTLE’S CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Prayers of the Church    

Pastor: You have invited us to seek Your face and to call upon You while You are near. Lord, grant to us 

such confidence in Your grace and favor that we seek Your wisdom, walk in Your ways, and 

delight in Your gift of salvation with thanksgiving in our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: We delight in dwelling in Your house, O Lord. Bless Your Church and those who minister to us in 

Your name. Guide them to preach faithfully the whole counsel of Your Word so that we be 

steadfast in faith in the face of temptation, threat, and trial. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: You have placed in our ears Your Word and in our hearts Your Spirit, O Lord. Grant that we learn 

to follow Your Word and live holy, upright, and honorable lives that reflect Your goodness and 

show forth the fruit of the Spirit in all we say and do. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Your power is greater than all and Your mercy is without limit. Lord, look with compassion upon 

our world of violence and terror. Bless those who govern here and everywhere that they protect 

the weak, promote the cause of virtue, administer justice to the criminal, and act with mercy 

toward those in need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: You are our light and our salvation and in You we rest our fears. Lord, grant Your aid, comfort, 

and strength to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Heal them in accordance with Your will 

and sustain them through their afflictions until the perfect healing comes in heaven. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Hear us on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   

Halle – lujah  Halle – lu – jah 

Halle – lujah Halle – lu – jah A-men. 

 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People: And also with you.  

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People: We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

[Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song               Build Your Kingdom Here 

Come, set Your rule and reign 

In our hearts again 

Increase in us we pray 

Unveil why we're made 

Come, set our hearts ablaze with hope 

Like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now 

We are Your church 

We need Your power in us  

We seek Your kingdom first 

We hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives 

For You're our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released 

The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause 

We are Your church 

We pray revive this earth 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 
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Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here  We pray 

Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r 

Reaching the near and far 

No force of hell can stop 

Your beauty changing hearts 

You made us for much more than this 

Awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 

We are Your church 

We are the hope on earth 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here  We pray 

CCLI Song # 6186078 Rend Collective Experiment © 2011 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. 
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1530621 
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